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LELA AUTIO TO SPEAK AT UM NOV. 13 
MISSOULA —
The Montana Museum of Art & Culture will host “Artist Talk: Twelve Montana 
Artists” by Lela Autio on Thursday, Nov. 13, at The University of Montana.
The event begins at 7 p.m. in James E. Todd Building Room 204 and is free and open 
to the public.
The talk is held in conjunction with the museum’s current exhibitions of the works of 
Montana Modernists that highlight the art of Henry Meloy and Robert DeWeese. Works of 
Lela and Rudy Autio and other Montana Modernists are included in the exhibitions.
The artists featured began work after World War II and are regarded as revolutionary 
in Montana. The legacy of the early Modernists is preserved today not only in the distinctive, 
innovative art displayed in the exhibitions, but also in the work of contemporary artists who 
have been powerfully affected by their style.
Lela Autio was born and raised in Great Palls but has spent most of her life in 
Missoula. She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Montana State University and a Master of 
Arts from UM.
A former founding resident at the Archie Bray Poundation in Helena along with her 
husband, Rudy, and Peter Voulkos, she taught art at Hellgate High School in Missoula for
many years.
For the past 20 years, she has experimented with large assemblages of plastic pieces 
and enamel in a 3-D type of painting. Her greatest influences are art trends from the late ’50s 
and early ’60s -  most notably the Abstract Expressionist movement.
For more information call MMAC at 406-243-2019.
m
BD
Local, specialized western 
1107081ela
